For the attention of

Fair Trade Organisations

Civil Society organisations
Dearest friends,

During the last session of FINE Steering Committee, the co-ordination that gathers FLO (Fair Trade products’ mark network), IFAT (association of Fair Trade organisations), NEWS (World Shops network) and EFTA (Fair Trade importers network), was brought into question a financing proposal addressed to G8 Gleneagles meeting (UK). This proposal was detailed by FLO.
In the proposal, the four Fair Trade networks ask G8 for creation of a joint stock of fifty millions of Pound Sterling to invest in order to support Fair Trade in its development, paying particular attention to Southern organisations.

The objectives that have to be financed are:

1.    support small scale producers, to let them achieve International trade demands, quality standards and fair trade criteria elaborated by FLO;

2.    strengthen FLO standard capacity in supporting disadvantaged producers’ development;
3.    10 national/regional initiatives planning, concerning Fair Trade products in the South of the world.
4.    Insertion of most part of products in certification lines, even through a collaboration with IFAT-FLO for handcraft certification and other small scale producers

5.    Assure to producers the possibility of intervention in internal Fair Trade discussions concerning raw material prices, enterprise risk, quality problems

Communication and marketing programs for Fair Trade products are also foreseen, as well as the creation of strong and structured relationships with other probate structures that have as a common task sustainable development.

CTM Altromercato and Roba dell’Altro Mondo didn’t agree with this initiative; Following our reactions started internally a strong debate. For this reason EFTA receded but IFAT and NEWS went ahead, in spite of the absence of an open consultation with their associative basis.

For this reason we, as members of CTM Altromercato and Roba dell’Altro Mondo, attended FINE Steering Committee for EFTA and IFAT, write the following letter and ask consideration for our criticism and perplexities and also ask for a major consistency and transparency towards reference networks.

Looking forward to hearing from you

Best regards

Giorgio Dal Fiume – CTM Altromercato ritaalbertin@altromercato.it

Monica Di Sisto – Roba dell’Altro Mondo comunicazione@roba.coop

They G8, we 6 Billions

As Fair Trade organisations, we were within Genoa Social Forum promoters, opened and participated Assembly of Italian Civil Society, that, during Genoa G8 2001, objected to illegitimate summit which, with no popular electoral investment, at the outside of United Nations, International and National Parliament, assumed and assume, in total autonomy, decisions that have a direct impact on economical, social and environmental development of our planet.

For this reason, on the occasion of G8 Gleneagles (UK), we are in network with Civil Society organisations that express critical opinions on G8 initiatives. Their platforms, documents fold very strong parliamentarian and institutional work in many countries, the mission of producers’ organisations that we support as Fair Trade organisations, but also popular participation.

African organisations, that are asking for International law structural change in Gleneagles, are refusing aids, offers and unrehearsed efforts.

These “hands out” are often utilised in order to hide economical and commercial politics averse to social justice.

That’s why, we think that the request, formulated in joined way by FLO, IFAT and NEWS Steering Committees, addressed to G8 to create a joint stock of fifty millions of Pound Sterling in order to support Fair Trade in its development, is inappropriate.

Inappropriate because it only concerns a partial sector of intervention, because at the same time political requests and general conditions towards social justice are missing.

This project needs that public money fed a sectorial networking and marketing strategy without discussing the present political and unfair social conditions.

We wonder: is it possible concentrate our own energies on a financial request that perhaps would improve production’s conditions of that small part of Fair Trade producers, more than the ones endorsed in network, that are fighting for structural and legislative solutions more suitable?

A join stock, this, that history of Tropical Diseases join stock demonstrates, deliberated in Genoa G8 2001, would be financed and managed through non-transparent and verifiable conditions by Civil Society and beneficiary countries.

At last, we criticise how a part of Fair Trade organisation identify fair trade development only with the growing of certified products, and not also with human communities self development and the transparency itself of the entire fair trade supply chain, factors these that as IFAT experience around the world, and italian fair trade demonstrates in our country, give added value to several aspects of Fair Trade; strengthen fair trade movement, relationship within people of Northern and Southern organisations. These are aspects of the work that we undertake every day together with labour unions, ongs social movements in order to change the “rules” through more equitable trade but also with the analytical work of education to a “possible better world”. 

We want to know more about a decision taken in behalf of organisations that belongs to IFAT and NEWS without a wider consultation and transparent public debate in the respect of political work and credibility of our organisations. 
CTM Altromercato

Roba dell’Altro Mondo

